Estimation of fungal biomass and transcript levels in Tilia platyphyllos-Tuber borchii ectomycorrhizae.
Very little information is available to date about the complex truffle life cycle which involves the succession of three developmental phases. In order to gain more knowledge about ectomycorrhizal formation and fruit body development an ectomycorrhizal model system was used to study fungal biomass and plant and fungal transcript levels. They were evaluated in ectomycorrhizal development using the ergosterol assay and the internal transcribed spacer-5.8S ribosomal DNA from Tilia platyphyllos and Tuber borchii as molecular probes respectively. The results obtained from different approaches revealed a decrease in fungal biomass, transcript and protein levels during ectomycorrhizal development.